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The stones from the catapults, and the demolitions ordered for their defences, had accumulated heaps of ruins in the streets.
During the most tranquil hours, masses of people suddenly rushed out, yelling at the top of their voices ; and from the summit of the Acropolis fires appeared, like purple rags contorted by the wind, dispersed over the terraces.
The three great catapults did not stop : their ravages were extraordinary ; for instance, a man's head rebounded on the pediment of the Syssites ; in the street of Kmisdo a woman in accouchement was crushed by a block of marble,, and her infant, with her couch, were carried as far as the forum of Cynasyn, where the coverlet was found.
The slingers' balls proved to be the most vexatious missiles; these fell upon the roofs, into gardens, and the middle of courtyards, while the people were at table before their meagre repasts, with their hearts swollen with anguish. These atrocious projectiles were engraved with letters that left an imprint on the victim's flesh ; on the dead could be read such appellations as "snnne" "jackal" "vermin" and sometimes such pleasantries as " catch r or " / have quite merited it /"
That portion of the rampart extending from the angle of "the ports abreast of the cisterns was battered in. Then the people of Malqua found themselves caught between the old enceinte of Byrsa in the rear, and the Barbarians in front. Hamilcar had enough to do to strengthen the wall and raise it as high as possible, without troubling himself about the emergencies of these people. They were aban-